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5. Period of infancy—from two weeks to one year.
<». Childhood- -infancy to fourteen years,
7, Adolescence --fourteen to full maturity (twenty-five to
thirty years,)
R, Maturity, or adulthood.
9. Old agef
The Climax of the Story. Now for a most interesting part
of the tale. Just before the dividing cells of the new body begin
to speciali/e, while they are still all alike, some of them are set
aside for a special purpose. These never become specialized to
make bone, muscle, nerve, or various tissues, as do the other
rells; but they are put away, so to speak, and kept in a specially
prepared place against that future time in years to come when
this body that is now being formed will reproduce itself. These
unchanged cells, separated from the original ones before special-
isation begins to take place, are the gmn cclh— ova or sperm
cells, whichever the ease may be—that are to repose in their
special niche until such time as they may be considered ready
for duty in the continuation of the stream of heredity.
It is interesting to note that these germ cells aw like the be-
ginning Iwtly wlt$t and are set apart, in this primeval state in
order that the ancestral stream may be passed on in an uninter-
rupted way from generation to generation, And, naturally, the
beginning body cells were like the amalgamated germ cells of the
two parent bodies from which they sprang, which, in their un-
joined state, were like the original body cells from which they
were set apart, and so on back through the generations* Or, to
look ahead, some one or more of these germ cells we have just
spoken of will, in the later life of the individual, when mating
takes place, unite with a complementary germ cell The seg*
mentation of these two form the beginning of a body of another
generation, the dividing cells of which will again set aside cells
that art* a replica of the original; these, in their turn, to repeat
the process at maturity in the continuation of reproduction, a
never-ewling stream of familial characteristics thus being passed
on in the racial building, (See Fig, 4f)
food for Thought* Surely a young man or a young woman
contemplating matrimony would clo well to consider the family

